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North Carolina’s Sen. Sam J. Ervin

v Jr. deserves the support of every Amer- .
ican who still places personal privacy

.above the whims and curiosity of some
“bureaucrats who have a lot to do with
“'running Washington, and, unfortunate-
-1y, the United States.

The North Carolina solon last week
-eloquently denounced the efforts of the.

- jections. .

Central Intelligence Agency to “stand -

-above the law” in seeking special privi-

leges -under Ervin's bill prohibiting ,

rgovernment agencies from asking em-
' ployes or job applicants about their sex
habits, family relations or religious be-

- secret. The Cubans, Russians and Red: iR !

~ liefs as parts of lie detector or psychi- -

atric tests,

In a few words, the CIA was given

- two invitations to appear at public hear- :
(ings on the hill while it was being stud- .
ied by the Senate Judieiary Committee,

:Both requests were ignored, even, their work open to their chieftains and’; ,

:though the measure was amended to:

-permit exemptions for the CIA and the :

:National Security Agency when the di-

,rector of either agency felt national se-

curity was involved. |

\  That's the way the 'bill was reported

1 to the Senate floor, and supposedly was

.in order for debate Tuesday. But, work-

iing behind ‘the scenes, the CIA man- -

;aged to secure a postponement sup-

'

?posedly to permit the agency to present -

‘Judiciary Committee members its ob-:

 Jections to the bill in a secret hearing.

! “They (the CIA) want the unmiti- .

+gated right to kick federal employes -

taround (and).deny them . .

. the basic |

irights. which belong to every Ameri- |

'can,” Senator Ervin fumed.

In view of the fact that the CIA had

gel'ected to push aside established rules

+tions while the bill still was in commit-
: tee—simply because it could not secure -

the secrecy that it thought it was en- |

. 'titled to over and above all other gov-
jernment agencies, we feel Senator Er- : , ) ss-the-"
- board exemption from the Ervin bill"
~ he’d fight to'remove the limited exemp-

;vin is justified in his attack on the su-
Ipersecret intelligence agency.

Certainly the CIA representatives .
. ‘could have appeared at the outset in .

ipublic session, like those of other agen-
jcies, and presented the bulk of their
(case against application of the bill in

their particular operations. If some few
' matters deserved privacy, the CIA then

:lcould have asked for an executive ses-

i

sion to discuss those particular poi.nts. a ;
In such an atmosphere of attempted |

‘cooperation the closed-door conferences [

would have been granted without ob-:
The truth is the Central Intelligence !
Agency is not above the Senate and !
House of Representatives which created -
it, and just as quickly can knock it

down.  The CIAisn’t above mistakes | |

(Bay of Pigs, 1961) nor is-it so super- |

Chinese probably know. much more :
about the CIA than the average Ameri-’

members of the Senate itself.

‘can, and ' probably more than some

Furthermore, it is doubtful whether

-80 much supersecrecy is necessary in

much of the CIA’s operations. After all-
Navy and Army intelli

operating with the full knowledge of

ence -agencies, - -

a select list of about a dozen or more}

civilian leaders in our government,?
managed to keep secret for nearly two :
‘decades the fact that they’d cracked

N

various Japanese codes without all the!':

hush-hush fanfare with which

| the CIA !
likes to surround itself. g

~The removal of the Ervin bill from;:
the Senate docket was due to a consid-. '

erable amount of known lobbying on the ’
part of the CIA among Senate leaders. :
And Senator Ervin, well yersed in the:

agencies of the executive branch to at-' ~

tempt to influence the passage of or de- .~ | v

feat of legislation befor_e. the Congress.
. “I suggest that the CIA could leave: -
its polygraph (lie detector) machines;

law, read a federal statute forbidding ' -

long enough to conduct an investigation:

been violated,” Senator Ervin said. _
The Tar Heel solon drew support

from one Republican member of the -

Judiciary Committee who said if the’
CIA continues to seek an across-the--

tion -already granted it and NSA.
The CIA should in this instance for-

- sake its ‘“‘cloak and dagger” attitude

and state its objections in public, as’
Senator Ervin originally demanded, .or’

© at least settle for the exemption it al-
. Teady has in the bill, which seems most

b

sufficient, .. .- .. . R

. ;of procedure — presenting their objec- ;- t0 determine whether this statute has' .
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